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Colonel Oleg Antonyevich Gordievsky of the KGB was at the pinnacle of his career. A
prodigy of Soviet intelligence service, he had diligently risen through the ranks, serving
in Scandinavia, Moscow and Britain with hardly a blemish on his record. And now, at the
age of forty-six, he had been promoted to chief of the KGB station in Landon, a plum
posting, and invited to return to headquarters to be formally anointed by the head of the
KGE.
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Arriving in Moscow, Gordievsky strode confidently through the airport crowds. Inside him,
though, a low terror bubbled. For Oleg Gordievsky, KGB vetera, faithful secret servant of
the Soviet Union, was a British Spy.
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