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PABLO ESCOBAR- GAVIRIA

Chief Paisa

scobar apparently made his way ta

the top of the cocaine cartel by
shrewdly reinvesting his initial cam-
'u:lf\ and becoming a master of public
relations in Colombia. He first at-
tracted the attention of drag police in
1975 when he was working as a smug-
gler, enforcer and bodyguand. In the
Dext two years he saved cnough mon-
£Y o start his own business traflick-
g in cocaine. By 1978 he was mov
Eig abour 35 kilos of coke a month out
of Colombia’s Medelline A husky, 5-

t-feinch man normally givea o
Paghy shirts, chino pants and sncak-
18, Escobar is a prime example of a
Colombian paisi—an aggressive, ua-
sentimental country hustler.

With his increasing wealth, Escobar
ek aver a Medellin newspaper, ac-
Qitired influence in Colombian poli
fes and successfully ran for public
®fice. becoming an altermnate to the
ational congress. He budle a reputa
Bom a5 a Robin Hood by erecting
h"-’l-h‘.:l.; for the poar, bullding 70 soc

Rotags oCTORER 5, 1987

IRELAR...

amneaty proposal on behalf of mem

cer fields and opening a zoo to the
public. A member of the US, Drug
Enforcement Administration groused
that the importing of exotic animals
for the zoo seemed to have broughe
Escobar more trouble from the gov-
amment than his drog business
Currently, Escobar 15 wanied in the
L1.5. on charges in theee federal indice-
mcnts for cocame marketing, money
laundering and contract killing, Esco-
bar denied all changes thiough an ar-
torney. But he admits he had made an

Perllor Eocoabarr-{anerid

R HRSX IR BRYiRIE

HERIE R NS — MHEMEEREA RIS, MERRA 100
EERYSEE), RIS TIERRER [Hml . T8
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bers of the canel in 1984, when the
cartel insolently offered to pay the
Colombian national debr and retire in
returmn for immunity. Prosecutors are
not sure where he 15 and are not opti-
mistic that he will be arrested and
extradited. Officials believe he is in
busingss as much as ever, bt they say
profit margins are declining with in-
creasing supply and some evidence
that demand 15 tapering off,

He has the largest share, estimated
at 40%, of the cartel’s business—indi-
cating a cash flow to him alone votal-
ing at lease $3 hillion over the years
Federal prosecators who had him in-
dicted in Misni don't know where he
has hidden his wealth, Bur they sec no
evidence that he has squandered has
huge earmngs, either.—David Heary

OCHOA BROTHERS

Jorge’s Bright fdea

J orge Luis Ochoa-Vasquez, the sec-
ond of three drug-running sons of a

Medellin restaurant owner, lirst ook

charge of a cocaine exportng business

in 1977 by having his boss executed,

according to a Drug Enforcement Ad-

ministration agent. He and brothers

Fabio and juan David are believed o

153
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