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Try not to become a man of success, but rather try to become a man
of value.

-Albert Einstein (1879-1955)
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In 2019, after these experiences, I decided to move to Taiwan. In sp
ite of having spent the greater part of my life in the US, my mind ne
ver wavered from wishing to return to Taiwan one day. Taiwan will fo
rever be my home and I've always wished to contribute to its future.

Taiwan has and continues to play a significant role in my life. Born in
Taiwan, I moved to the United States at the young age of 8. I spent
my childhood in the US Midwest, near Chicago, before moving to th
e San Francisco Bay Area to join the startup, PayPal, in 1999.For the
next 20 years, my life was filled with all aspects of Silicon Valley rang
ing from co-
founding multiple companies, angel investing, advising startups, and
serving on boards. During this period was when I co-
founded YouTube.

Soon after arriving, I started exploring and learning about the entrep
reneurial landscape in Taiwan. There are many distinctive differences
—some beneficial and some detrimental—

between Taiwan and Silicon Valley. During this period was when I m
et Sunny; I immediately felt a kindred connection with him. He was
an inspiration in that his heart was decisively focused on the long-
term vision for Taiwan while his hands were focused on all the short-
term challenges that needed to be overcome. Taiwan is lacking in nei
ther natural talent nor potential. There is no magic in Silicon Valley;
Taiwan is just as capable in creating the next wave of global icons in
technology.

Through concrete and continuous results, Sunny has been able to de
monstrate his personal leadership and business abilities. More import
antly, it is his leadership at Smart Capital, a highly connected networ
k of entrepreneurs, that lays down the groundwork to bridge the tale
nt pool in Taiwan with the world. As with all startup ventures, the fut
ure is never guaranteed. However, without the proactive, forward-

looking guidance of individuals like Sunny, the journey will never beg



in. For any entrepreneur around the world, Taiwan is a thrilling place
to be right now!

Steve Chen
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